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Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 272.2, the Board of Educational Examiners hereby
amends Chapter 24, “Paraeducator Certificates,” Iowa Administrative Code.

This amendment adds a possible area of concentration to the paraeducator certificate. The area of
concentration will focus on paraeducators who work with students with vision impairments.

Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on July 28, 2010, as
ARC 8960B. A public hearing on the amendment was held on Wednesday, August 18, 2010. No one
attended the public hearing, and no written comments were received. This amendment is identical to
that published under Notice.

This amendment is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 272.
This amendment will become effective December 8, 2010.
The following amendment is adopted.
Adopt the following new subrule 24.4(7):
24.4(7) Vision impairments—prekindergarten through grade 12.
a. Demonstrate knowledge of the impact of vision loss on learning and concept development for

students who are blind or visually impaired.
(1) Demonstrate introductory knowledge of expanded core curriculum (ECC) and the ability to

support ECC skills as directed by the supervising professional.
(2) Demonstrate introductory knowledge of functional vision assessments (FVA) and learning

media assessments (LMA) of students who have vision impairments.
b. Demonstrate knowledge of and skills in technology appropriate to the needs of students with

vision impairments.
(1) Operate and use assistive technology that supports students who have vision impairments.
(2) Support and strengthen each student’s capability to access and utilize assistive technology.
c. Demonstrate introductory knowledge of instructional strategies unique to students who have

vision impairments.
(1) Demonstrate the ability to adapt educational materials by using varied learning media as

determined by student needs.
(2) Demonstrate an introductory knowledge of Braille in relation to identified or expressed student

needs or both.
(3) Demonstrate introductory skills in operating transcription software and equipment.
d. Demonstrate introductory knowledge of motor skills, movement, orientation, and mobility for

students with vision impairments.
e. Demonstrate knowledge of the role of paraeducators in student plans including individualized

education programs (IEPs) and individualized family service plans (IFSPs).
f. Demonstrate knowledge about and skills in fostering independence, self-determination, social

skills, self-advocacy, and appropriate behaviors for students with vision impairments.
g. Demonstrate professionalism and ethical practices, including appropriate communication skills

in relation to students with vision impairments and the students’ service providers and families.
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